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ledge, anticipation of some personal experience: this
may arise quite apart from recollection, as a spontaneous
projection of a mental image into the future. A per-
son may feel " intuitively certain" that something is
going to happen to him which does not resemble any-
thing in his past experience. Not only so; even when
the expectation corresponds to a bit of past expe-
rience, this source of the expectation may, under cer-
tain circumstances, be altogether lost to view, and the
belief* assume a secondarily automatic or intuitive
character. Thus, a man may have first entertained a
belief in the success of some undertaking as the result
of a rough process of inference, but afterwards go on
trusting when the grounds for his confidence are wholly
lost sight of.

This much may suffice for the present to show that
belief sometimes approximates to immediate, or self-
evident, conviction. How far this is the case will
come out in the course of our inquiry into its different
forms. This being so, it will be needful to include
in our present study the errors connected with the
process of belief in so far as they simulate the imme-
diate instantaneous form of illusion.

What I have here called belief may be roughly
distinguished into simple and compound belief. By a
simple belief I mean one which has to do with a single
event or fact. It includes simple modes of expectation,
as well as beliefs in single past facts not guaranteed by
memory. A compound belief, on the other hand, has
reference to a number of events or facts. Thus, our
belief in the continued existence of a particular object,
as well as our convictions respecting groups or classes